What is History?
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Welcome to History Adventures! Today we're going
to explore history. What is history? What does it mean
to study history? How do we learn history? To think
about these questions, you'll follow a tour, take some
photos, and think about making your own history
museum.
You can do these activities in any order! Think about
the two questions below and read the information on
the next page before you get started.

When I think of history, I think:

I want to know more about:

History Adventures from the Los Alamos History Museum

History is the study of the past. Historians learn
about people and places in the past by reading
things written in the past, looking at
photographs and objects, visiting places where
people used to live, and listening to stories
about what people remember about the past.
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Do you agree?
Why or why not?

—History Relevance campaign

What is a history museum?

Los Alamos Histo

ry Museum.

A history museum is a place
where everyone can learn
about the past and explore real
things and real stories from
history. Many museums also
have archives where many,
many historical artifacts are
taken care of so people can
learn from them in the future.
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To explore what history is, and to explore our local
history, let's follow the walking tour of the historic
district in downtown Los Alamos!

You can find the self-guided walking tour map at:
www.LosAlamosHistory.org/tours
As you visit the different stops on the tour, think about:
How did historians learn the information shared on the walking
tour signs?
What makes these places important?
How have the different locations changed over time?

Connections
across time:

What is the oldest place on the tour?
What different time periods do you
walk through on the tour?
Are any stops on the tour connected
to more than one time period?

Check it out:
You might want to take some photos for
the photo challenge on the next page
while you're out on the walking tour!
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We all connect to history in our own individual ways. There are
different things from the past that connect to our lives today
because of what we like, where we came from, and who we are.

On the walking tour, take a photo of your favorite
stop or take a photo of something or someplace
that isn't on the tour but you think should be!

Why did you choose to photograph the
location you did?

If you want to share your
photo with the Los Alamos
History Museum online, tag us!
@LosAlamosHistory

History Adventures from the Los Alamos History Museum

How do people who work in museums decide what
artifacts to show off in the museum? Let's make our own
mini museum to find out for ourselves!

For the mini museum, pick
one or a few objects that
are important to you. You
get to decide what you
want your museum to be
about! Maybe you have a
collection you want to show
off, or maybe you want to
make a mini museum of you.
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After you have your object or objects picked out, it's time to
show them off. In a museum, this means writing a label to
share information. Think about a show and tell, except in
writing. Be as creative as you want to be!
Here are examples!
How would your object
introduce itself?

Baseball (2019)
Leather, yarn, and cork
I learned to play baseball with
this ball two years ago.

My Favorite Seashell
I collected this seashell on
Type or write your labels
vacation with my family when I
out on paper, cut them out
was very young. What do you still
neatly, and display the
have from when you were young?
labels next to your objects.
When you're done, take a photo
to share your mini museum.

Reflect on your adventures in local history by
writing down your answers or talking about ideas.

I learned this about studying history:

What has stayed the same or changed
over time in our local history?

How are the past and the present connected?

Thanks for exploring History Adventures
from the Los Alamos History Museum!
www.LosAlamosHistory.org

