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The middle of October 1930 was
decision time for me. I was
completing my Dietetic Internship at
the Johns Hopkins Hospital. Jobs in
my field were more numerous in the
east, though not plentiful on account
of the Depression. In the West, the
need for dietitians was not yet fully
recognized, even in hospitals. I loved
the water, rainfall, and the green
A Short Memoir
countrysides in the east but missed
Written in 1977
the mountains and the beautiful blue
by Doris Barker
sky, so the answer was to return to
New Mexico. Among the places that I applied for a job was
the Los Alamos Ranch School. Fortunately Mr. Connell,
the director, was thinking of making a change in
"housekeepers" and had filled the position, but Mrs.
Sheffield, acting as House Mother in a sorority at Boulder,
Colorado, would not be available until September 1931.
After an interview with Mr. Connell in Santa Fe early in
December 1930, I was invited to the school for Sunday
services conducted by the Rector of the Episcopal Church
in Santa Fe. Mr. and Mrs. Trowbridge were old friends of
mine, and I drove up to Los Alamos with them for an
overnight visit to the school. This gave Mr. Connell an
opportunity to outline some of my duties as well as an
opportunity for me to see the school. My job was to plan
the meals, order the food, and supervise the preparation
and service of the food.

!

(Continued on page 3)
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Upcoming Lectures and Events
Los Alamos National
Bank Lecture Series
7:30pm in Fuller Lodge
unless otherwise noted

!

March. 11, 2014: :
UNM Professor Samuel
Truett, “Globetrotters,
Border Crossers, and the
Tangled Tales of U.S.Mexico Borderlands
History”

!

April 15, 2014: Author
Patricia McCraw, “Tiffany
Blue: Turquoise in Frontier
New Mexico”

!

*May 13, 2014: 6 p.m.
Annual meeting and Ice
Cream Social. John
Ruminer, “109 East Palace:
A 400 Year Microcosm of
Santa Fe History.”

!

*The program for the
Annual Meeting has
changed. Our scheduled
speaker, Lois Rudnick, had
a conflict arise. Historical
Society board member John
Ruminer, who wrote the
newly published Nutshell
#4 on 109 East Palace
Avenue, will talk about his
research and the 400-year
history of the site that
played such a role in the
importance of Los Alamos.

!

In addition to the program
change, the Experience
Auction will no longer be
held during the Annual
Meeting. Mark your

calendar now for Friday,
Sept. 5, for a gala event
that will celebrate the stars
of Los Alamos and raise
money for landscaping and
maintenance at the Hans
Bethe House on Bathtub
Row

!

Atomic Film
Festival
7:00 in Fuller Lodge except
where noted

!

Tuesday, April 29,
2014
“Operation Crossroads:
The Dawn of the Atomic
Age”

!
Museum Exhibits
!
March-May: Edith

Warner: Her Storied Life
(Celebrating Women’s
History Month)

!

May/June: Education
in Los Alamos: Past,
Present & Future

!

July/August: Summer
Hands-On Fun

!

Brown Bag
with the Collection

!

Tuesday, May 6: 4th
Annual What’s in Your
Collection?

DECEMBER 2013

LOS ALAMOS HISTORICAL
SOCIETY STAFF

!

Executive Director
Heather McClenahan
662-6272
heather@losalamoshistory.org

!

Museum Specialist
Judith Stauber
695-5254
judith@losalamoshistory.org

!

Museum Shop Manager
Kathy Ankeny
695-5250
museumshop@losalamoshistory.org

!

Museum Educator
Natalia Ronquillo y DePaula
695-5251
educator@losalamoshistory.org

!

Archivist
Rebecca Collinsworth
695-5252
archives@losalamoshistory.org

!

Registrar
Stephanie Yeamans
695-5253
registrar@losalamoshistory.org

!

Publications Outreach Manager
Aimee Slaughter
662-2660
publications@losalamoshistory.org

!!
!

MISSION
The Los Alamos Historical Society
preserves, promotes, and
communicates the remarkable
history and inspiring stories of Los
Alamos and its people for our
community, for the global audience,
and for future generations.

!
!

VISION
Los Alamos Historical Society is
respected worldwide as the source
and repository for the compelling
history of Los Alamos and its people
from prehistory to contemporary
times.
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Feeding the Ranch School Boys
and Other Adventures
(Continued from page 1)

!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
Ranch School Director A.J. Connell and
his dog Peggy. Peggy was one of only
two animals allowed in Fuller Lodge

In addition, I had the housekeeping
responsibilities for Spruce Cottage
where the older boys lived (with the
exception of their rooms) as well as the
cottage where Mr. Connell and Hitch
[Headmaster Lawrence Hitchcock]
lived, Fuller Lodge (with the exception
of Nurse Helen Sulier’s quarters), the
infirmary, and the little cottage north
of the Lodge, where I was to live, with
the overflow infirmary attached to the
back.
I tried to be very business like as I
talked with Mr. Connell and have often
thought how amused he must have
been. Although I am sure there were
others, the two questions I remember
asking were: what the meat cost per
person should be and what time off I
would have. The answer to the first was
very simple: "Two fresh strawberry
shortcakes in January were worth a

dozen when strawberries were in
season." To the second, "Take all the
time off you want to as long as your job
is done."
I worked very hard cleaning the
kitchen and dining room before the boys
returned from their Christmas vacation.
Mr. Connell had fired the sloppy cook
who was responsible for the condition of
the kitchen. We got rid of maggots and
worms in the store room; maggots in the
mild storage cabinet; scrubbed out the
big refrigerator, and scrubbed the
kitchen and dishwashing room floors
with lye till they were no longer slippery
with grease. Then eventually we got rid of
the roaches. We also scrubbed the dining
room tables so thoroughly that by
summer they had to be refinished, but
they were clean.
Time off, as I discovered, meant ice
skating on Ashley Pond and on Douglas
Pond after it was built; in the early
spring, time to look for wildflowers to put
in the lobby and on the tables in the
dining hall; in the summer, time for
horseback rides, although there always
had to have a male escort, as much, I
always felt, for the good of the horses as
for my own well being. And while it was
not really time off, I loved the summer
when Adolfo, the gardener, raised
flowers in show beds as well as cutting
beds. It amused me because in the Santa
Fe flower shows he always won the
majority of blue ribbons.
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Feeding the Ranch School Boys
and Other Adventures
(Continued from page 3)
It was such fun to pick so many
but good for a laugh. The veteran found
gladiolas that I had to make several
"ground finger nails" in the atole (a
trips to carry them to the Lodge.
hand ground blue corn meal, which we
Was this work or pleasure on time
served at breakfast). For the second, a
off?
veteran would show a new boy how to
Perhaps in jobs dealing with
eat his artichoke. It always ended with
food more than in other
the new boy being left with
jobs there are moments
only the choke to eat.
that at the time border on
There was no way a boy
the tragic but, allowed to
could break the dietary
age, are comical as can be.
rules. At dinner and supper
For example, after I had
each boy was required to
worked with new boys to
take and eat an average
train them as waiters, to
portion of each item of food
show them how to kick
served. If he wanted a
open the swinging door
second serving of meat he
while carrying a tray
was required to eat a second
loaded with food, brace
serving of vegetables
the door with the other
(except potatoes). If any
foot, and then go through,
item of food was passed by,
imagine my chagrin when
the young man was invited
one evening the waiter for
to eat at Mr. Connell's table
the table next to mine
where he was served only
“Ranch School Master
kicked open the door, held it Tommy Waring missed
the food he had refused until
perfectly but dropped one out on fried chicken one he voluntarily agreed never to
biscuit off of a plate. Faster evening because he
repeat the incident. In one
than most baseball players thought it was rabbit”
comical incident I recall,
can retrieve a ball on the
Tommy Waring, one of the
infield, the waiter scooped up the
masters, did not like rabbit. At a Sunday
biscuit, replaced it, and passed the
dinner Tommy caught my attention and
plate to Master Art Chase at the next
raised his eyebrows. I nodded my head,
table. All the time I was shaking my
yes, it was chicken; he understood it to
head to stop him, then in disbelief,
mean yes, it was rabbit. He wasn't at all
and finally in futile acceptance.
happy when he discovered he had
At the beginning of each semester passed up fried chicken.
there were two standard pranks to play
on each new boy, the first very harmless
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Feeding the Ranch School Boys
and Other Adventures

(Continued from page 4)
In January of 1931, some one
in Santa Fe offered to give me a half
grown, very black alley cat named
Satan. The cat was to live with me in
my little cottage. Mr. Connell gave
me permission to bring her home.
Sometime in 1930 Hitch had
planned and executed a border of
iris, in his own meticulous way, for
an odd-shaped area in front of my
cottage.
He made a chart of the blooms,
beginning with purple and deep blue
tones down through the light blue to
white and then up the scale of tones from
cream color and pale yellow to bronze
and brown. He also put in a new lawn,
which was doing wonderfully well until
the gophers discovered the new land of
plenty. Hitch offered a bounty of twentyfive cents for each gopher any boy
trapped. In the meantime, Satan was
bringing me one or two very dead
gophers each evening. She
had
learned quite
readily to
open the
screen door
from the
inside or the
outside. I
asked Hitch
if he would
pay equal
bounty on
gophers that

Satan killed, with the money to go to
Helen Sulier’s "Joy Box." It was a little
fund very aptly named. She bought pansy
plants for the little flowerbed in front of
my cottage; yarn for sweaters, booties, or
crepe for the new babies at the ranch
and, for the big project, goodies and
small articles of clothing for the boys at
St. Anthony's orphanage in Albuquerque.
Hitch agreed and gave Mrs. Sulier a
check for $7.50 when I left at the end of
August.
Several years later when I returned
—again on a temporary basis—the Lodge
had been invaded by pack rats. It was
impossible to keep a bouquet of flowers
in the lobby and nearly impossible to
sleep on the 3rd floor when they romped
at night. Satan and her kittens were
borrowed from the family I had left her
with and installed on a bed in the
storeroom space in the attic. Hitch,
remembering the gopher episode,
declined the privilege of paying bounty
on pack rats.
Again, Satan did
a thorough job
killing pack rats
as big as she was.
As a little after
thought, Mr.
Connell's dog,
Peggy, and Satan
were the only
animals allowed
in the Lodge.

The iris beds, meticulously planned by Ranch School
Headmaster Lawrence Hitchcock, graced the school grounds.
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Explore History and Science with UNM-LA Classes
Two evening courses, four-lectures each, are being offered through UNM-LA
Community Education in April by Publications Outreach Manager Aimee
Slaughter. Aimee recently earned her Ph.D. in the history of science, medicine, and
technology from the University of Minnesota.
On Tuesdays, April 1–22, from 5:30–7:30 p.m., you can learn about “Science
and the Popular Imagination.” The course focuses on early twentieth-century
America and how radiation, relativity, and quantum mechanics were reflected in
politics, literature, and medicine. The course will look at science fiction, the rise of
celebrity scientists, and the ideal of international science.
On Thursdays, April 3–24, from 5:30–7:30 p.m., participate in an
“Introduction to the History of Technology.” This course will investigate the
interconnections between technology and society as they developed during the
modern era. What was it like to live during the Industrial Revolution? How did
steam engines change society? Join this class and find out!
Both courses incorporate primary source readings, lectures, and class
discussions. Feel free to bring a brown bag dinner. For more information about the
classes, visit https://sites.google.com/site/histsciunmla. To register, visit http://
losalamos.unm.edu/community-education/.

Join us for a Tour of Trinity Site
Trinity, site of the world’s first man-made
nuclear explosion on July 16, 1945, will
be open Saturday, April 5. Join the Los
Alamos Historical Society, professional
tour guide Georgia Strickfaden of Buffalo
Tours, and two Trinity veterans for a
special guided tour of this historic site.

!

The tour is $100 for members of the Los
Alamos Historical Society and $150 for
non-members. The price includes lunch
in Socorro and transportation in a
restroom-equipped motor coach. The
bus will leave at 6:30 a.m. from the
Holiday Inn Express in Los Alamos.

!

For more information or to make tour
arrangements, please contact our offices
at 505-662-6272. Only fifty seats are
available.
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Own a Piece of History
Limited editions of maquettes of the J. Robert
Oppenheimer and Gen. Leslie Groves sculptures,
mounted near Fuller Lodge, are now available for
$5,000 each.

!

Each maquette is two feet high and comes on a
finished wooden base. Only fifty of each will be cast.
Half of the purchase price is a tax-deductible
donation to the Los Alamos Historical Society. The
sculptures, by Santa Fe artist Susanne Vertel, will be
available six to eight weeks after an order is placed.

Artist Susanne Vertel, left,
presents a maquette of J.
Robert Oppenheimer to
Clay Perkins and his wife,
Dorothy.

!

Orders may be placed in the Historical Museum Shop
or by calling the administrative offices of the Museum
at 505-662-6272.

!

The maquettes are cast bronze statuettes of the life-sized sculptures
of Groves and Oppenheimer near Fuller Lodge.
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Leave a Legacy
For nearly half a century, the Los
Alamos Historical Society has
preserved, promoted, and
communicated the remarkable
history and inspiring stories of Los
Alamos and its people for our
community, the global audience, and
future generations. Now you can help
ensure this important work continues
by becoming a
member of the Los
Alamos Legacy
Society.

!

You
have
an
opportunity to help
with the long-term
sustainability of the
Historical Society
through an estate gift.
The Society maintains
an endowment,
started through a bequest by former
LANL chemist Beth Plassmann,
which provides stable funding for
staffing, historic building
maintenance, and other programs.
Only income from the endowment is
spent; the principle, adjusted each
year for inflation, remains intact.

!

You can contribute to the endowment
by leaving a designated gift in your will
or a residual percentage of your estate.
You may also make the Historical
Society a beneficiary of a life insurance
policy.

!

Please talk with your financial
planner or attorney about what
would best suit
your needs and
those of your
family. Staff or
board members
from the Society
would be happy to
meet with you and
your financial
advisor to establish
a
gift.
Our
communications
with you about
planned giving will be strictly
confidential.

!

The Historical Society provides
lifetime recognition to donors who
have notified us in writing about a
planned gift. This recognition will
include an invitation to annual
events only available to members of
the Los Alamos Legacy Society.

“I am participating in this initiative because of Beth Plassmann. Beth and I
worked together on some Laboratory projects. We both had sons called Joey.
And we both loved Italy and Sicily. When I saw what she had done to support
this effort with her bequest to the Society, I felt like she was tapping me on the
shoulder… I could not say no.”
– Lee D’Anna
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Books all about New Mexico
(Now Available at the Museum Bookshop)
Wicked Women of New Mexico by Donna Blake Birchell. $16.99

!

!

!

New Mexico Territory attracted outlaws and
desperados as its remote locations guaranteed
non-detection while providing opportunists the
perfect setting in which to seize wealth. Many
wicked women on the run from their pasts headed
here, seeking new starts before and after 1912
statehood. Colorful characters such as Bronco Sue,
Sadie Orchard, and Lizzie McGrath were noted
mavens of mayhem, while many other women
were notorious gamblers, bawdy madams, or
confidence tricksters. Some paid the ultimate
prices for crimes of passion, while others avoided
punishment by slyly using their beguiling allure to
influence authorities. Follow the raucous tales of
these wild women in a collection that proves crime
in early New Mexico wasn’t only a boy’s game.

Forgotten Tales of New Mexico by Ellen Dornan. $12.99
From the Apache Wars to Los Alamos, New
Mexico’s rich past offers a colorful medley of
emboldened characters and controversial schemes
that shaped the course of history. In this collection
of forgotten tales, Ellen Dornan relates the stories
of heroic outcasts and scheming governors, female
warriors and fierce revolutionaries. Meet the crew
that accidentally dropped a hydrogen bomb on a
sage-covered mesa, the Union troops who
surrendered after “destroying” a cache of whiskey,
the governor who rerouted Route 66 to spite his
successor and the first African American woman to
enlist in the U.S. Army. From the desk of master
storyteller and local author Ellen Dornan comes an
assortment of delightfully quirky tales from the
Land of Enchantment.
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Books all about New Mexico
(Now Available at the Museum Bookshop)
Hidden History of Spanish New Mexico
by Ray John de Aragon. $19.99

!

!

New Mexico’s Spanish legacy has informed the
cultural traditions of one of the last states to join the
union for more than four hundred years, or before
the alluring capital of Santa Fé was founded in 1610.
The fame the region gained from artist Georgia
O’Keefe, writers Lew Wallace and D.H. Lawrence and
pistolero Billy the Kid has made New Mexico an
international tourist destination. But the Spanish
annals also have enriched the Land of Enchantment
with the factual stories of a superhero knight, the
greatest queen in history, a saintly gent whose coffin
periodically rises from the depths of the earth and a
mysterious ancient map. Join author Ray John de
Aragón as he reveals hidden treasure full of suspense
and intrigue.

New Mexico and the Civil War by Dr. Walter Earl Pittman. $19.99

!

Although the New Mexico Territory was far distant
from the main theaters of war, it was engulfed in the
same violence and bloodshed as the rest of the
nation. The Civil War in New Mexico was fought in
the deserts and mountains of the huge territory,
which was mostly wilderness, amid the continuing
ancient wars against the wild Indian tribes waged by
both sides. The armies were small, but the stakes
were high: control of the Southwest. Retired
lieutenant colonel and Civil War historian Dr. Walter
Earl Pittman presents this concise history of New
Mexico during the Civil War years from the
Confederate invasion of 1861 to the Battles of
Valverde and Glorieta to the end of the war.

Final Note: Tales of Los Alamos, one of our most popular books, has been out of
print for about a year. Some remaindered copies have found their way back to
us and are available in the Museum Shop.
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Welcome Natalia! Our new Museum Educator
The Museum Educator position at the Los
Alamos Historical Society is now held by
Natalia Ronquillo y DePaula.
As the
Museum educator, Natalia is responsible for
the educational initiatives of the historic
society, including tours, classroom visits
and programs.

!

Natalia Ronquillo y DePaula grew up in
Santa Fe. She received a B.A. degree in Art
History from the University of New Mexico
and a M.A. degree in Museology from the University of Washington in Seattle.
Natalia was hired as the Museum Educator for the Los Alamos Historical
Society in January. With her educational and professional background and
values, this job is an ideal fit for her. In addition to working for the Los Alamos
Historical Society, Natalia works as a guide at the Bradbury Science Museum.
She also interned at the New Mexico History Museum. She feels very fortunate
to live in Los Alamos, which has a very rich and interesting history. She is
excited to have the opportunity to impart this knowledge to the community,
with the hope and intent to form a deep respect and understanding of Los
Alamos. Natalia realizes the importance education, both formal and informal,
has had on her own life and is excited to be a part of education in others’ lives.

Like us & Follow us!
Like us on Facebook
(Los Alamos Historical Museum)
and
Follow us on Twitter
twitter.com/losalamosmuseum

Do Something Historic
This Spring:

!
!

Visit the Historical Museum 	

with Family and Friends. 	


!

Mon-Fri 10:00am - 4:00pm	

Sat & Sun. 11:00am - 4:00pm	


!

Admission is always free!
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The Los Alamos Historical Society !
and Museum!

!

Open free of charge every day except !
New Year’s Day, Thanksgiving, !
and Christmas. !

!

May 1-Oct. 15, Weekdays, 9:30-4:30!
Weekends, 11-4!

!
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Oct. 16-April 30, Weekdays 10-4!
Weekends, 11-4!

!

Address: !
P.O. Box 43, 1050 Bathtub Row!
Los Alamos, NM 87544!

!

Administrative Offices: 505-662-6272!
Archives: 505-695-5252!
Museum Educator: 505-695-5251!
Publications: 505-662-2660!
Shop Manager: 505-695-5250!

!

Email: historicalsociety@losalamoshistory.org!
Website: www.losalamoshistory.org!
Online shop: shop.losalamoshistory.org!
Facebook: Los Alamos Historical Museum!
Twitter: twitter.com/losalamosmuseum

!

!

Los Alamos Historical Society 2014 Membership
Name: ______________________________________________________

!
Address: _____________________________________________________
!
City: __________________________ State: ______ Zip: ________________
!
Email (optional): ________________________________________________
!
Check one: _____ Renewal _____ New Member _____ Gift _____ Donation
!
!
!
!
!

!

Heritage Benefactor $2,500+
! Heritage Supporter $1,000-$2,499
Heritage Contributor $500-$999
! Heritage Friend $100-$499
Family $50
! Individual $40
Student/Senior Individual $35 ! Youth, 18 and under $10

$_____Additional Contribution

Total $ _________

